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Participatory Communication & Action

PCA is an approach, a belief that media matters has been working
with since past 8 years. Working with community groups, NGOs,
networks, government on issues related gender, violence,
reproductive health, child rights, HIV & AIDS, theatre,
participation, songs, facilitation has strengthened our belief in the
potential and scope of PCA.

The term came into being much later and since then annual
workshops have been an opportunity for us to share our
experiences, learning and challenges.

PCA approach believes in the capacity of the people, groups and
communities to assess their situation, analyse its causes and work
towards action for change. PCA tools are designed, adapted and
introduced to provoke reflection, thinking and dialogue rather
than “feeding” the right answers. PCA believes in a process of
bringing about a shift from 'no access/participation’ to
participation in designing or production to 'handing over of the
tools' and thereby transforming the role of the group and/or
community from being 'consumers' to that of being 'producers'
leading to a process of empowerment.







The workshop begins with a welcome to all participants and a round
of some quick instructions.

The workshop environment begins to set in and the participants begin
to feel comfortable as an ice breaker is introduced. The participants
get up from their sitting positions, begin to run, reach out to one
another to know who can sing, shout slogans, ride a bullock cart,
climb tree, sleep at any time, eat any number of rasgollas, can speak
more than five languages and has more than 20 years of experience.
In no time the room is filled is sounds of laughter, people rushing to
one another, writing names on the sheets. This continues till one of
them shouts Solah Mein Solah Tambola!

The day one flows in to series of introductions as participants share
about themselves, their work and their organisation. They talk about
the social issues that they have worked on, communication methods
and tools used, its learning and challenges.

It is a long day for the participants — a few arriving on the same day
after a long travel, preparing for the presentation and listening to the
presentations made by each organisation.




Whose Need, Whose Agenda?




Process and Participation — a necessity or a luxury?




Sawaalon Ke Beej!
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